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NAVIGATING THE
FALLOUT OF GAZAWAR

As Israel’s war on Gaza drags on, Jordan faces mounting challenges in a region on edge

S ince Israel launched its horrific war
against Gaza in retaliation for the
October 7 surprise attack, Jordan
found itself moving in an ever-
closing diplomatic space in its ef-

fort to end the war and spare the people of
Gaza additional suffering.
Western sympathy for a wounded Israel in

the first fewweeks of its retaliatory operation,
under the guise of self-defence, restricted
Jordan’s ability to push for a ceasefire. King
Abdullah was among the first to warn of an
impending humanitarian catastrophe in the
enclave while pointing to the indiscriminate
targeting of civilians there.
Unfortunately, his pleas met with indif-

ference by Western leaders, who competed
to show solidarity with Israel and provided it
withweapons andmunitions to impose a new
political reality in Gaza.
Ten months later, none of these Israeli ob-

jectives were achieved. Instead, the carnage
continues against international denuncia-
tions, while the crisis threatens to ignite a re-
gional war pitting Iran and its regional prox-
ies against Israel, the US, and other Western
countries.
Jordan’s qualms over the Gaza war are

multifaceted, ranging from the troubling
scenarios of the day after to the prospects of
salvaging the unlikely prospect of a two-state
solution as the only conclusion to the Israel/
Palestine conflict.

Covert objective of Israel
In the early days of the Gaza war, King

Abdullah and Egypt’s Abdul Fattah Al Sisi
warned of an Israeli covert objective of push-
ing the more than 2 million Palestinians in
Gaza out of the enclave and into Sinai. Dis-
placement represented a red line for both.
For Jordan, if transferring Palestinians into
Sinai was allowed to happen, the far-right Is-
raeli government would then move to enforce
similar scenarios in the West Bank. That rep-
resents an existential threat to Jordan.
Netanyahu has irked the Biden administra-

tion on numerous occasions by putting obsta-
cles to derail a possible ceasefire deal in Gaza.
While declaring that he had accepted the
Biden three-phase ceasefire proposal, he kept
adding new conditions that made it impossi-
ble for the US, Qatar, and Egypt, as mediators,
to close the gap between Hamas and Israel.
An already febrile atmosphere in the king-

dom was getting worse. The peace treaty
between the Amman and Tel Aviv, signed in
1994, was never popular. Jordan’s depend-
ency on Israel with regard to natural gas and
water had restricted the kingdom’s ability to
confront the Netanyahu government, espe-
cially over the Jewish settlers’ daily incursions
of the Al-Aqsa compound in East Jerusalem,

which is under the Hashemite custodianship.
Following the assassination of Hamas’ po-

litical chief, Ismail Haniyeh, in Tehran late last
July, Iran and Hezbollah vowed a painful and
unprecedented retaliation against Israel. Jor-
dan’s Foreign Minister, Ayman Safadi, made a
historic visit to Tehran to convince his coun-
terpart to spare the kingdom any involvement
in the expected strike. It is unclear if the Ira-
nians were in the mood to hear what he said.
But this time, Jordan and Egypt made it

clear that they would not be part of any US-
led coalition to defend Israel. Jordanians have
openly expressed support for Palestinian
armed resistance, and widespread protests
were back in Amman in support of Gaza after
a long pause.

Regional warwill make peace a fantasy
The fallout from the Gaza war has weak-

ened an already burdened Jordanian econo-
my. The kingdom will hold critical legislative
elections in September.
The Israeli far-right government is tighten-

ing the noose around Palestinians’ necks in
the West Bank by carrying out daily raids on
refugee camps while unleashing large-scale
colonisation of Palestinian lands in prepara-

tion for de facto annexation. The two-state
solution is dead in the view of Israeli politi-
cians. The Palestinian Authority (PA) is on the
verge of total collapse.
The view from Amman is a pessimistic

one. A regional war, limited or not, will make
peace between Israel and the Palestinians a
fantasy. The outcome of such wars will bring
uncertainties. Diplomacy seems to have
reached the end of the tether for Jordan. Ne-
tanyahu wants to extend the war until the
US presidential elections, even if that means
more Palestinian deaths, possible transfer,
and a regional war.
Meanwhile, annexation of the West Bank

will be condemned but will not be reversible.
What that means for millions of Palestinians
and Jordan is unclear and equally daunting.
The war on Gaza has tested the rules-based

order and was found wanting. Jordan is used
to walking a tightrope when it comes to its
acerbic relationship with Israel. But now it
finds itself being pushed into a corner, which
puts Amman between a rock and a hard place
with unpredictable outcomes.

■ Osama Al Sharif is a journalist and political
commentator based in Amman.
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Delhi elections
loom as AAP
rebounds

WithKejriwal behind bars, can Sisodia steer
the party to another victory in India’s capital?

Finally, the Aam Aadmi Party or the AAP has got
some relief in India. With the Supreme Court
releasing AAP leader and former Delhi deputy
chief minister Manish Sisodia on bail in an al-
leged money laundering case, the AAP has sud-

denly been reenergised. Sisodia spent 17 months in jail
and with no sign of a trial anywhere in the near future,
the top court said his custody was no longer tenable.
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal is also in jail in the

same case but he has got bail under the tougher money
laundering law. He remains behind bars only because
another investigating agency, the CBI, arrested him in
the same case. Bail is only a matter of time for him too.
Sisodia has hit the ground running, starting with a

padyatra or a march on foot this week, to connect with
voters. This actually marks a change for Sisodia who
was more of an organisational man for the AAP, not re-
ally its foot soldier on the ground. But with Kejriwal out
of action for now, he has taken the reins.
Delhi elections are due early next year and for the

AAP, it will be a major test of its popularity in Delhi de-
spite the alleged corruption scandals and arrests of its
leaders. The recent Lok Sabha polls did not throw up
any sympathy for the jailed chief minister with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
winning all the seats but the assemblymay still be a dif-
ferent story. While the BJP has consistently dominated
the general election seats in Delhi, the last two assembly
polls have proven the dominance of AAP.
But could the AAP face some strong headwinds this

time? The party, which was borne out of an anticorrup-
tion movement against the Congress-led government,
today finds itself facing a series of corruption allega-
tions.
Then there are serious governance issues that the na-

tional capital is grappling with. The collapse of civic in-
frastructure in particular has been a glaring failure for
which the AAP cannot escape blame.
It is also true that the Delhi’s complicated governing

structure has essentially allowed the centre (run by the
BJP) to constantly undermine the AAP government in
Delhi and create hurdles in governance.
The Delhi government has no control over officials,

their postings or transfers. A Supreme Court judgement
which gave them those powers was nullified by an or-
dinance brought by the central government which gave
the powers to the LG.
An appeal is still pending in court. As a result, offic-

ers don’t attend meetings called by AAP ministers and
a recent ruling by the Supreme Court, allowing the LG
to make certain appointments to the municipal bodies
without the approval of the Delhi government, has fur-
ther eroded the authority of elected representatives.
It is true that the AAP has emerged as a major politi-

cal thorn in the BJP’s side over the last decade with em-
phatic wins in Delhi and Punjab. Whether the AAP can
hold on to its majority despite the challenges of the last
few years will now be tested at the ballot box.

■ Nidhi Razdan is an award-winning journalist. She has
extensively reported on politics and diplomacy.
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Quakes are a warning

Globally, earthquakes occur
more frequently due to a

combination of factors, includ-

ing climate change and poorly
planned man-made structures
(“Magnitude 6.1 earthquake
shakes Taiwan”, Gulf News,
August 16). Climate change has

been linked to an increase in
seismic activity. The melting of
glaciers and polar ice caps due
to rising temperatures can lead
to changes in the distribution
of mass on the earth’s surface.
Mass redistribution can cause
the crust to shift, triggering
earthquakes in some regions.
We must implement strict

building codes and construc-
tion practices and take proactive
steps tomitigate climate change.
By addressing these factors, we
can work towards reducing the
occurrence of earthquakes and
minimising their impact on
communities worldwide.
■ NITHIN NAIR
India

Weather prediction

While science has made sig-
nificant strides, particu-

larly in space exploration, the
need for more contemporary,

location-specific, and accurate
weather prediction models is
urgent. Thesemodels are crucial
for disaster mitigation meas-
ures, as they can predict early
stages and save human lives.
Early detection systems

should be installed in environ-
mentally vulnerable areas to
predict and prevent landslides.
New guidelines should also be
developed to safeguard both
nature and human communi-
ties. The time to act is now.
■ EAPPEN ELIAS
UAE

India at the Olympics

What a fantastic finale to one
of the greatest sporting

events in the world, the 2024
Olympics in Paris. Congrats to
the US, China, and Japan for
securing the first three posi-
tions. However, as an Indian, I
was very disappointed.

India finished in 71st place. I
Countries with smaller popula-
tions outperformed India.
In India, cricket receives the

most attention. If other sports
were given similar importance,
we will do better in the Olym-
pics. It’s a sad state of affairs
for the country. I believe this
Olympics should serve as an
eye-opener, and I hope the au-
thorities start paying attention
to other sports as well. I want
to see India improve its medal
position in the next Olympics.
■ AJEET KUMAR S PILLAI
UAE

■ Editor’s note: Is there a news
report that you feel strongly
about? Something that has to
be addressed in the community
and requires resolution? Email us
on readers@gulfnews.com. You
can also post a comment on our
Facebook page or tweet to us@
GNReaders
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Community recycling
The UAE has implemented an extensive and ef-
fective recycling programme (“Recycle plastic

bottles and get a free bus ride in Abu Dhabi, here’s
how”, Gulf News, July 21). The goal is to make re-
cycling a natural and integrated aspect of our city’s
waste management infrastructure.
With easily accessible recycling facilities and ed-

ucational initiatives, we can empower and inspire
every resident to embrace environmentally con-
scious decision-making. It is time for us to promote
environmental sustainability proactively through
effective waste management practices. Let’s com-
mit to a sustainable future for our cities.

■ FROMMS ANCY JOSEPH
UAE


